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Though thus confin’d my agile thoughts may fly 
Thro’ all the regions of variety.....+....0«» Orway. 
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TO THE PATRONS 
OF THE 


PARLOUR COMPANION. 


THE Editor had for some time prepared himself to view this-as his last 
opportunity of communion with those, to whom ‘he has long been attached, no 
less by the ties of gratitude than by those undefmable ‘associations, which na- 
ture, assisted by ‘riemory, enfibres,-as it were, with our hearts, “to bloom and 
flourish through eternal spring:” but his-determimations have been revérsed, by 
the intervention of many patrons, who have kindly interested themselves in the 
success of his little “ vehicle of others’ fame.” At the request of those, whom 
the Editor would fain enrol among his friends, he has resolved to-continue this 
work at least until it shall arrive at the close of another volume. He conceives 
it his duty to obey their wishes who have always indulged him in the gratifica- 
tion of his own, and performs it with more alacrity, when he finds the measure 
will administer pleasure, without opposition to his interest; for, he alrea- 
dy perceives that the obstacles, which, at the time of his last address he 
contemplated, in reality do not exist. Experience has taught him that the 
calls of business, in his situation, are neither so frequent nor so urgent, as not 
to leave much time unoccupied, during which, the mind, which has ever been 
directed to some object, and trained to activity, becomes listless and bereaved. 
The determination, therefore, which the Editor, under these circumstances, 
has adopted, he flatters himself will be agreeable to the greater part, if not all 
of his subscribers. There is not at present published, in this city, a work 
adapted to similar purposes, and equally capable of being circulated among all 
classes of society; and there can be no doubt but supplying this vacancy contri- 
butes to the advantage of many and the amusement of more: this has ever been 
the Editor’s earnest desire and constant endeavour; but with what success in 
its accomplishment, his readers alone can indicate by. the measure of support 
and encouragement which they may contribute. His success must also greatly 
depend upon the zeal with which his correspondents and others of taste co-ope- 
rate: variety in its contents is the very soul of a work like this; it is the spark 
of vitality which must communicate itself to the reader’s mind, and arouse and 
preserve the attention and interest; and it is utterly impossible that a single 
individual should be able to divide himself, like the po/ypus, intvu numerous 
parts, and vegetate at the same time in a thousand different situations. Each 
department of literature has difficulties attached to it, and also votaries by whom 
they have been overcome; and it is unfrequently, indeed, that we are enabled to 
realize a mind which can adapt itself to the sober mood of prosaic disquisition, 
and is yet “ married to immortal verse;” which can revel in the luxurious gai- 
ty of wit and ridicule, and yet compose itself with gravity to critical investiga- 
tions. The Editor, therefore, calls upon all whose circumstances may permit, to 
lend him their assistance, in whatever form it may be embodied; nor would he 
neglect the opportunity of attaching, by acknowledgements of his obligations, 
those he has already enjoyed; his pages, liberally and elegantly decorated by 
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their instrumentality, proclaim them in possession of “ the hidden soul of har- 
mony:” and in comparing, as he has often had occasion to do, their productions 
with the poetical departments of British publications of the same stamp, the re- 
sult has been equally grateful to his feelings and honourable to themselves. ‘To 
those who may be prompted to launch forth on the bosom of the same stream, 
“pursue the triumph and partake the gale,” he would recommend a strict reliance 
on their own intellectual powers. Instead of binding themselves to the triumphal 
car of others, and bestowing freshness on flowers already plucked, let them em- 


body the “ phantasies” of their own imagination—the perceptions of their own | 


minds—and they cannot fail of insuring indulgence, even should they not be 
rewarded with applause. : oe et 
In the coming volume, it shall be the Editor’s constant endeavour to emulate 
the beauties, and avoid the faults, of the former; and although death has pre- 
vented the fulfilment of one promise which he has hitherto. made, yet he trusts 
his resources are sufficient to provide for the completion of any he may now 
make. Averse, however from exciting expectations, which circumstances may 
revent him from gratifying, he would cite, as an answer. to all questions con- 
cerning future expectations, the appropriate language of the preacher: “ The 
thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done, is that 
which shall be done.” 


Philadelphia, December, 26, 1818. 
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